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PRESS RELEASE
THE 2014 HURRICANE SEASON HAS ENDED

As some experts, especially in the United Statad,dxpected the 2014 Hurricane Season becameansgils
relatively little activity. Late 2013, the expedsthe Colorado State University already had faegais lack of
activity. The main reason was that it was expetitatithe sea surface temperature in the equapmarabf the
eastern and central Pacific Ocean would be hidtear average. This phenomenon, knowgldsifio, was
forecast to cause especially during the secondoi@®14 strong upper-level winds, which would lifie
development of tropical cyclones over the Atlaf@icean, the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico.

It took exactly one month, before the first tropicgclone of the season developed, just east ofdsé coast of the
state of Florida. After Tropical Depressi@meformed on July 1, it intensified a day later arabwelassified as
Tropical StormArthur. Less than 24 hours laté&thur became a hurricane and then moved over the cbast o
North Carolina, where this system inflicted somendge Arthur then moved further in a north to northeast
direction and on July 5 this system weakened jtighe coast of the Canadian province of Nova coti

After that, the second tropical depression of #eesen developed over the Atlantic Ocean on Junmtiyay
between the west coast of Africa and the easteriblan. After two days this system weakened adgaiming
the evening of July 31 Tropical StoBertha developed over the western tropical Atlantic Ocata distance of
several hundred kilometers east of the eastemndslaf the Caribbean Area. This system entereddbtern
Caribbean during the evening of August 1, justmoftMartinique and then passed at a safe distapgth of Sint
Eustatius and Saba. Therefore, it was not necess#gue watches or warnings for these islandeed ays
later, Berthabriefly became a hurricane, but weakened withilay back to a tropical storm.

The next systems, Hurrica@istobal over the western Atlantic Ocean, between AugusirzB29 and Tropical
StormDolly over the Gulf of Mexico between September 1 ande3e not of significance to the islands in the
Caribbean. The same applies to HurricRdeuard over the middle of the Atlantic between Septenideand 19
and Hurricand-ay, which was active over the western Atlantic betw@etober 10 and 13.

The next tropical cyclone, Hurrica@dnzalo did have a significant impact on the SSS Islafitiss system
developed on October 12 from a tropical wave, distnce of several hundred kilometers east of Eloage.
The Meteorological Department Curacao, in closedioation with the National Hurricane Center in kg
immediately issued a Tropical Storm Warning forBistatius and Saba. Within a day Gonzalo inteetsifapidly
from a weak low pressure area to a hurricane. §ygtem became a (category 1) hurricane when itecpassed
very close to St. Maarten. The effect@®bnzaloon Sint Eustatius and Saba was much less thanh dadrten and
there was hardly any damage on the first two igaifitie strongest wind gust, that was measurecd&dlosevelt
Airport on St. Eustatius was 83 km/hour. At thaaha Airport in St. Maarten, the highest measuredlwgust
was 128 km/hour. Two days aftéonzalomoved near the SSS Islands, this system becanagoa hurricane over
the western Atlantic Ocean. It passed near Berrdudag the evening of October 17, but only minomdge was
reported on this island.

The last tropical storm of the season Wasnah that developed over the far western Caribbearo8e&actober
28, just east of Honduras near the border with tdigaa. Within a few hours aftetannaformed, this system
made landfall and weakened quickly thereafter.

During the 2014 hurricane season a total of eigiital storms developed over the Atlantic Basir.d these
reached hurricane strength and two became majaicanes (category 3 or more). The accumulated grargll
these systems together was only 63% of the avdoagke period between 1981 and 2010.

Although the hurricane season has officially endlee Meteorological Department Curagao will condiria
monitor the weather in our region for the developtraf disturbances. In case that is necessary,imgsmwill be
issued for both the public and local authoritiegl@islands for which this service is responsible.

On the picture (next page) part of the damage chlgélurricaneGonzaloin Sint Maarten can be seen.
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